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Protecting the Earth's animals is a task that
and financial
resources. That's why The Humane Society of the
United States (HSUS) has joined with Marine Midland
Bank to offer members an innovative credit card program.
With the HSUS VISA Card, you'll receive unparalleled financial benefits. And
every time you use your card, Marine Midland donates a portion of the fee income to
The Humane Society for its many worthwhile activities.

ar. requires energy, dedication -

The "grande dame" of' birding, Claudia Wilds (c~econd Ji"om left), and Guy Hodge,
HSUS directm; data and information services (right), join enthusiastic birders manning their spotting scopes at Port Mahon, thefirst stop on the Delaware Bay ecotow;

Your card helps bolster international animal-protection efforts at no additional cost to you.

Check out these features:
,...-11.9% Balance Transfer APR:
r Annual membership fee waived for the first six months:
rup to $25,000 Line of Credit. ,.-Financial support for the HSUS.
Apply today. Upon approval you'll receive complete details about how to use your
Marine Midland® account along with your Line of Credit Checks to transfer any other
existing credit card balances (up to your new credit limit) to your Marine Midland
credit line. All at a fixed APR of 11.9% for loan transactions until December 31, 1994.*

HSUS VISA. The card that helps protect animals and the Earth.
10 APPLY BY PHONE CALL:

1-800-446-5336

(Monday-Friday, 8:30a.m. to 8:00p.m EST)
Ask for Operator HS-1.

'After December 31, 1994, any loan transactions or balances will revert to
the then applicable variable APR. The HSUS Classic VISA Card features a
current variable APR rate of 16.95%. The HSUS VISA Gold Card features
a current variable APR rate of 14.95%. Current variable rates valid through
12/31/92. The standard 1% Transaction Fee for Cash Advances and Line
of Credit Checks will be waived throughout the term of this 11.9% APR
offer. Cash Advance fee of $1.25 if obtained at an electronic facility (ATM).
Annual membership fees after the first six months: The HSUS Classic
VISA Card: $20; the HSUS VISA Gold Card: $36.
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Delaware Ecotour a Success

middle of the month.
When the first migrant birds reach the
bay in spring, horseshoe crabs are already
massed along the shoreline. As the daily
tide begins to ebb, the female crabs
emerge from the water. The waiting
males crowd the beaches, vying for the
chance to fertilize the females' eggs. The
tiny, bountiful eggs, deposited in small
holes, eventually saturate the sand and
float in shallow water, creating a banquet
for the northbound birds.
Some of the shorebirds make a nonstop 4,000-mile trek to the Delaware Bay.
They can cover the distance in as little as
sixty hours, but they arrive in a state of
exhaustion. Each bird has lost about a
third of his/her body weight by the time
he/she touches down at the bay. Since the
birds don't have the energy to search for
foocl, the clumps of crab's eggs are a welcome feast. Natural Histmy magazine
calculated that during a typical two-week
stay at the bay, birds such as sanderlings
may consume 135,000 eggs each, a feat
that allows them to double their body
weight before embarking on the second
major leg of the journey-an additional
3,000 miles, to the Arctic.
The HSUS tour began with an introductory class on shorebird identification
by Claudia Wilds. Although the Delaware
Bay attracts thousands of bird-watchers

Tour members observe a crossroads of migration

E

ach May under the full moon, one
of the world's great animal migrations takes place on the shoreline of
the Delaware Bay. Less than 40 miles
from the glitter of the gambling casinos
of Atlantic City, hordes of hungry shorebirds descend on the bay coasts of
Delaware and New Jersey. En route from
winter homes in South America to their
breeding grounds in the Arctic tundra,
more than one million birds pause along
the Delaware Bay shoreline to rest and
feed before resuming an annual spring
trek that can cover 7,000 miles. This
spectacle of animal migration was the
featured attraction for the inaugural U.S.
ecotour hosted by The HSUS.
The HSUS tour, conducted during the
last week in May, was booked to capacity.
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Twenty-four members journeyed from as
far as California to spend five days birdwatching in Delaware and New Jersey.
The Delaware Bay is one of just
eleven stopover points
used regularly by shorebirds as they migrate
across the western
hemisphere, but the diversity
and quantity of shorebirds in
the region are unparalleled.
The shorebirds are guided by a biological clock that
precisely times their arrival to coincide
with the mating season of the horseshoe
crab. It is not the crabs, but the crab eggs,
that provide the impetus for the migration. Some birds arrive in early May, but
the migration usually peaks around the

A crab :s journey is temporarizv interrupted by an ecotourist: although shorebirds
were the tour's prime attraction, other
shoreline species were also observed.
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each year, few have the opportunity to
visit the region in the company of such a
distinguished authority. On May 30's edition of ABC-TV's "World News Saturday," reporter Walt Rogers described Ms.
Wilds as the "grande dame" of birding.
His story featured footage filmed on location with the HSUS tour. After two
days of touring Delaware birding hotspots, the group crossed the bay by ferry
to the New Jersey side. Louise Zemaitis,
an associate naturalist with the Cape May
Bird Observatory, capably guided this
portion of the tour.
Tour members observed 140 species
during their trip. Sanderlings, semipalmated sandpipers, ruddy turnstones,
and red !mots dominated the flocks feasting on crab eggs, but the birders also discovered rare birds in the bay waters and
nearby marshes. At South Cape May
Meadow, tour participants were treated to
the sight of a pair of endangered piping
plovers tending to their nest. At Bombay
Hook National Wildlife Refuge, they discovered a curlew sandpiper, perhaps
blown otf course en route to Siberia,
among the shorebirds feeding in the mudfiats. At Reeds Beach, they marveled as
birds defended their feeding site, repeat-

the Western Hemisphere Shorebird Reserve Network has been set up through
the Manomet Bird Observatory to coordinate the conservation of shorebirds. In
1985 the Delaware Bay was officially
designated as the first international shore-
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Wolf Reintroduction on Track
Fish and Wildlife Service takes first step

Claudia Wilds (in hat) leads a clutch of intent novice birders through prime avian terrain. Fevv tourists have the opportunity to visit the region with such a distinguished authority. Tour members observed 140 species during their week-long itinerary.
edly dive-bombing a passing bald eagle
until their sizable adversary fled the area.
Although shorebirds were the prime
attraction, the tour was designed as a

Shoreline waders, including sanderlings and semipalmated sandpipers, test the water on
a Delaware Bay beach. The bay is a vital link between shorebirds' wintering areas and
their breeding grounds to the north, but shoreline development threatens the habitat.
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bird reserve. Only through such careful
efforts will future generations of Americans have the kind of opporhmity afforded the HSUS tour group to enjoy the special feeling of a spring visit to the "crossroads of bird migration."
•

'journey in awareness" and included
guest lectures and talks by representatives
from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
and the Delaware Division of Fish and
Wildlife. Participants learned that the
bay's foremost role is as a vital link connecting shorebirds' wintering areas with
their breeding grounds. The health of the
Delaware Bay ecosystem is critical to the
integrity of the migratory system, as well
as the survival of the birds themselves.
It is a fragile habitat, made all the
more vulnerable by the large concentrations of birds who flock to the region in
spring. An entire population of birds is
potentially at risk from a catastrophic
event such as an oil spill. The foremost
threat to the Delaware Bay ecosystem,
however, comes from habitat loss and
fragmentation. As a result of coastal land
development in places such as Reeds
Beach and Pickering Beach, this spring
spectacle of shorebirds and crabs now
takes place within a few feet of beachfront houses and vacation cottages.
The scene reenacted each spring on
the Delaware Bay is an ancient one, but it
may perish without long-term planning to
preserve shorebird habitat. Fortunately,
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he U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(FWS) has finally taken the first
important step toward reintroducing
the endangered grey wolf into Yellowstone National Parle
Because the grey wolf is listed as endangered in forty-seven states and threatened in Minnesota, the Endangered
Species Act (ESA) requires the FWS to
work toward the wolf's recovery. In the
1987 Northern Rocky Mountain Wolf
Recovery Plan, the FWS identified Yellowstone National Park as one of three
key wolf-recovery areas and outlined the
steps required to bring wolves back to
Yellowstone. Little was done, however,
until Congress acted last year.
In October 1991 Congress provided
the FWS with $498,000 for the preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) that will identify and analyze
alternative plans for wolf recovery at Yellowstone and in central Idaho, another
area earmarked for wo If recovery.
Before the arrival of European settlers,
the grey wolf ranged over most of North
America. Persecuted by settlers and
ranchers, slowly starved as its prey-elk,
deer, and bison-disappeared, the wolf all
but vanished from the United States by
the early twentieth century. Today's wolf
population in the lower forty-eight states
consists of only about I ,500 wolves in
Minnesota and a total of perhaps five or
six dozen individuals spread across Montana, Idaho, and other northwestern
states.
The HSUS strongly supports the reHSUS NEWS • Fall 1992

introduction of wolves into Yellowstone.
We believe it is critical to both wolf conservation and restoration of a complete,
healthy Yellowstone ecosystem. We immediately joined the EIS process, participating in April 1992 meetings intended to
help identify the range of issues to be addressed in the EIS.
But reintroduction will not suffice to
guarantee recovery. The ESA strictly prohibits killing, harassing, or otherwise
harming members of endangered species.

The FWS, however, will be pressured to
relax the restrictions, for example, by
designating wolves a "nonessential experimental population." Such a designation
(permitted, under some circumstances, by
the ESA) would allow the FWS to write
special regulations that could weaken
ESA protection for individual wolves.
For the sake of the recovery effort and
the wolves' own safety, The HSUS believes that wolves reintroduced into Yellowstone must receive the full protection
of their endangered status under the ESA.
This need is underscored by the recent
tragic history of the small wolf population occupying Glacier National Park and
nearby regions of Montana. In the last
two years, at least nine wolves have been
killed-either deliberately and illegally or
accidentally (in automobile collisions or
other human-related accidents). To thrive,
Yellowstone's wolves will need the
strongest protection the law can give.
Wolves belong in Yellowstone National Park. The 1-ISUS will do everything
possible to help them get there and stay
there.-Allen T Rutberg. Ph.D.. HSUS senior scientist, Wildlife and Habitat Protection

Fewer than 2, 000 grey wolves remain in the lower .forty-eight states: a government reintroduction program for Yellmrstone National Park could increase that numba
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